Avalon School PTA
Minutes
Monday 5th July 2010

at 7.30pm

1.
Attendees


Mr. M Lloyd, Chairman
Mrs. J Eaton, Vice-Chair
Mr. M Schofield, Treasurer

Ms. V Jackson, Secretary
Mrs. K Michael

Mrs. H Ezard

Mr. D Gwynn

Mr. D Lewis


Mrs. S Harvey



Mr. D McGoldrick

Mrs. S Harris


Mrs. D Edwards

Mrs. S Weller

Mrs. G Sowerby

Mrs. J Brown


Apologies for Absence


Mrs. A Kinnear, Staff Representative






Mr. S Bromilow

Mrs. R. Durrant

Mrs. A Mountney


Mr. A Pickering

Mrs. E Tarleton

2.
Adoption of the Minutes from the Last Meeting


Mrs. Michael moves to accept and this was seconded by Mrs. Brown.
3.
Matters Arising
Birthday Calendar – Mrs. Harvey confirmed a letter had been sent to parents to identify numbers of calendars required, and if numbers are adequate the calendar will go ahead.  Details on themes by month were circulated. Mr. Lloyd is to ensure the Grosvenor Hall is available for 2 morning’s week commencing 20th September for pictures to be taken by Jane Hockey.  Mrs. Haire is likely to be required to create sets, Mrs. Harvey to discuss before end of term as preparation required over summer.  Letter to parents at beginning of next term confirming photo date and costume required.  Children who are absent on photo day will be given a prominent position on the cover shot (or photo shop in).

Year Book – Mr. Lloyd confirmed it is ready to start from September.

DVD Recording of School Events – Mr. Lloyd to ask Mrs. Elsmoor if recording of the junior rehearsal is a possibility (infant’s play was not recorded) and will look into the recording of performances from next term.

Notice Boards – Mrs. Michael confirmed the notice board had arrived at school and cost £150.10.  Positioning to be confirmed upon completion of playground redevelopment.  Key available from the office.

4.
Treasurer’s Report – Mr. Schofield reported £11,389 current and £2,140 reserve.  Including a number of outstanding payments and an additional amount from school the total funds available are in excess of £21k. 

5.
Strawberry Tea – Mr. Schofield noted that the event had brought in £1,400 leading to a profit of £1,200 after expenses.  2009 raised £850 - the increase due in part to the extra 50p per ticket, prizes used from last year and many more donations of cakes/toys from parents.  Mrs. Ezard suggested relocating the Tombola to the Grosvenor stage as it proved difficult to man on the playing field.  Mr. Lloyd suggested that next year all pupils, including juniors, finish school at 3pm to allow equal access to activities.  This would also provide additional help from staff members for the set up.  Additional activities for nursery children to be considered for 2011.  Mr. Schofield to send letter of thanks to volunteers - Especially Katy Eliot who received half the strawberries and cream for free and paid for the remainder herself.
6. Playground Development – Mr. Gwynn thanked Mrs. Mountney for her hard work on researching the playground options resulting in the ability to fulfill the whole project with the current PTA funds.  Canvassing at the Strawberry Tea concluded that a majority are in favour of the amphitheatre style seating and stage (rather than the boat or rubber flooring options).  Mr. Lloyd is to contact the Governor’s for their consideration and if approved the items will be ordered.  The site will be cleared on Saturday 10th July by Mr. Cockram and volunteers.  The fencing and confirmation of planning requirements to be discussed next meeting.  Mr. McGoldrick suggested a formal opening of the playground at the Hog Roast and PTA to consider inviting a special guest (Eg. Robbie Fowler, Esther McVey, Duke of Westminster).  

7.
End of Term Disco 
Monday 12th July 2010, 6-8pm.
The DJ is confirmed at £65.  Mrs. Weller to ask Mrs. James for a list of the leaver’s favourite tunes - these will be played at disco.  Present will be Mr. Lloyd, Mrs. Eaton, Mrs. Michael, Mrs. Harris, Mr. Schofield, Mrs. Sowerby, Mr. Gwynn and Mrs. Edwards.    
8.
PTA Programme for Autumn Term 2010


Hog Roast


Saturday 25th September 3-7pm

‘Save the Date’ flyer to be sent out by office on 8/9th July.  Sub-Committee of Mrs. Ezard, Mrs. Harris, Ms. Jackson, Mrs. Eaton and Mrs. Weller to meet on Monday 13th September, 7.30pm at Mrs. Eaton’s house.  The bouncy castles and mini rides have been booked and the Hog Roast and Beady Beady lady will be reserved this week.  Katy Eliot is again to provide complimentary salads to accompany roast.

Autumn Disco

Thursday 21st October

Christmas Fair  

Friday 3rd December 

Christmas Disco

Thursday 9th December

9.
Fundraising Ideas for 2010-2011

Mrs. Brown recommended that, following the completion of the playground, future fundraising could be for an Eco-Friendly school.  This was suggested by Mrs. Haire.

May Ball


Saturday 21st May 

A number of alternative venues were discussed for May 2011 and Mrs. Harris is to contact Thornton Hall and Thornton Manor.  Mrs. Harris recommended a band that might consider playing at the event for free.  Mr. McGoldrick to provisionally book Caldy Golf Club if the deposit can be withheld until September.

Mrs. Harvey circulated a list of potential fundraisers prior to the meeting:

Ice Skating idea was warmly received and further investigation required around a provisional date for a Halloween Skate on Saturday 6th November.
Film Night required larger numbers to be viable.

Cake Sales competition to be considered further by Mrs. Harvey.

Quiz & Supper Night to be looked at again with the view to running in January or February and with the possibility of Fish & Chips delivered.

Bag 2 School would provide an opportunity to donate the items remaining from the Christmas Fair.  Mrs. Harvey to ask if a collection could be arranged for December.

Ladies Evening could be timetabled for the Spring Term, further discussions next term.  Mrs. Eaton recommended The Wro as a good venue.

Candis Magazine was circulated by Ms. Jackson.  PTA to consider if the £50 donation to the school, for each (£30 & £5 membership fee) subscription taken out by a parent, is worth pursuing.

10.
Any other Notified Business

As this was the last PTA meeting attended by Mrs. Michael before her departure for the States, Mr. Gwynn proposed a toast and thanked Mrs. Michael for her tireless help in all aspects of the PTA and excellent organizational abilities for the PTA events.

11.
Dates and Times of Next Meetings

PTA meetings are scheduled for the following dates:


Monday 20th September 2010 at 7.30pm


Monday 18th October 2010 at 7.30pm

Monday 22nd November at 7.30pm


Meeting adjourned at 9.50pm

